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Minutes 

Board of Regents’ Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission 

March 13, 2012 

 

 

The Louisiana Board of Regents’ Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission met on  

 

Tuesday, March 13, 2012, at 10:06 a.m. in Room 1-190 of the Claiborne Building, Baton  

 

Rouge.  Chair Bender called the meeting to order and the roll was called. 

 

Commission Members Present 
 

Tina Begnaud 

Ralph Bender, Chair 

James Dorris 

James Fontenot 

Keith Jones, Vice-Chair 

Raymond Lalonde 

Gloria Simmons 

 

 

Commission Members Absent 
 

Richard D’Aquin 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Members Present 
 

Chandra Cheatham 

Ann Evans 

Kristi Kron 

Carol Marabella 

Larry Tremblay 

 

 

 

     Guests Present 

 

 (See Appendix A.) 
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Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission              March 13, 2012 
 

 

The first item of business was the approval of the minutes from its meeting of January 10, 

 

2012. 

 

On motion of Ms. Simmons, seconded by Mr. Dorris, the Proprietary Schools 

Advisory Commission unanimously adopted the minutes of the January 10, 2012  

Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission meeting. 

 

   The next agenda item considered by the Commission was two initial license applications,  

 

the first from Healthcare & More, located in Rayville, Louisiana, and represented by the school=s 

 

owner, Ms. Vonda Turner.  Ms. Marabella reviewed the materials for the Commission, informing 

it that the institution would be offering one program of study, Certified Nursing Assistant, which is 

an eight week, 94.0 clock hour program (inclusive of both classroom and clinical experience). The 

curriculum and instructors have received prior approval from the Department of Health and 

Hospitals, Health Standards Section.  Healthcare & More had met all the legal and administrative 

requirements to be approved for an initial license. 

Following further discussion regarding the applicant=s comparison of tuition costs for  

 

comparable CNA programs located within the state, scheduled Saturday classes, the duties of  

 

the CNA, potential employers for graduates, available financial resources for operational  

 

expenses, the number of students needed for a positive cash flow, location of, and transportation  

 

arrangements to, clinical sites, and the professional credentials of the school=s owner,  

 

On motion of Mr. Fontenot, seconded by Ms. Begnaud, the Proprietary Schools 

Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents approve 

an initial operating license for Healthcare & More, located in Rayville, Louisiana.   
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Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission          March 13, 2012  

 

 

The second initial license application considered by the Commission was from Pet   

 

Grooming Academy of Louisiana, located in Hammond, Louisiana, and represented by the owner,  

 

Ms. Rosamond Posey.  Ms. Kron reviewed the materials for the Commission, informing it that  

 

the institution would be offering one program of study, Pet Grooming, which is an eight week,  

 

200.0 clock hour program (inclusive of both classroom and laboratory experience).  This program  

 

would be the only one currently offered by a private career school in the state.  Pet Grooming  

 

Academy of Louisiana had met all the legal and administrative requirements to be approved for an  

 

initial license. 

 

Following further discussion regarding the various geographical areas from which the  

 

student population is drawn, the current lack of industry and state laws governing pet grooming,  

 

the need for sensitivity training for students, the availability of national certification for pet  

 

groomers, the school=s requirement that students develop portfolios cataloging pet grooming  

 

skills, potential income of pet groomers, and the various employment opportunities for graduates, 

 

On motion of Mr. Fontenot, seconded by Ms. Begnaud, the Proprietary Schools 

Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents approve 

an initial operating license for Pet Grooming Academy of Louisiana, located in 

Hammond, Louisiana.   
 

The next agenda item considered by the Commission was operating license renewals.  Ms. 

Marabella informed the Commission that there were fifteen (15) schools seeking renewal.  These 

schools scheduled for renewal were in complete compliance, having met all the legal and 

administrative requirements to be re-licensed. 
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Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission       March 13, 2012 

 

 

Following further discussion, 

 

On motion of Mr. Fontenot, seconded by Ms. Begnaud, the Proprietary Schools 

Advisory Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Regents renew the 

licenses of the following proprietary schools (initial license date in parentheses): 

 

Baton Rouge School of Court Reporting  (01/26/06) 

Blue Cliff College--Lafayette  (01/27/00)                

Central Louisiana School for Dental Assistants  (01/26/06) 

Coastal College--Hammond  (02/23/89) 

Court Reporting Institute of Louisiana  (01/27/11)  

Creative Floral Design School, LLC  (02/27/86) 

Dryades YMCA School of Commerce  (02/27/97) 

ITI Technical College  (01/27/00) 

Kaplan, Inc.,--Baton Rouge  (02/06/85) 

Lafourche Merchant Marine Training Services  (01/27/10) 

Louisiana Dental Assistant School, LLC  (01/27/05) 

Moore Career College, Inc.  (01/27/10)  

Multi-Cultural Educational Community Center of Achievement, Inc.  (01/22/09) 

Tulsa Welding School--Jacksonville Campus  (01/27/10) 

WyoTech--Florida  (01/27/10) 

 

        Ms. Marabella informed the Commission that there was one institution that chose not to  

 

renew its license: Kaplan, Inc.,--New Orleans (02/06/85).  All students were taught out and  

 

applicable refunds were made.  Kaplan, Inc., has developed a new business model whereby the  

 

delivery method of on-line instruction will be utilized by the company.  Since Kaplan, Inc., will  

 

maintain a physical presence in the state with the licensure of the Baton Rouge location, the  

 

company will be responsible for maintaining the student records of the New Orleans location.   

 

            The next item on the agenda was an update on program approvals.  Chair Bender 

  

reminded the Commission that staff approved these updates administratively and course approvals  

 

were being shared with the Commission for information purposes only.  
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Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission       March 13, 2012 
 

 

Under Report from Staff, Dr. Tremblay stated that work activities within the Proprietary  

 

Schools section are progressing well.  For the next several months, the Board’s priorities will be  

 

with the legislative session.  To date, there are no known bills that would impact the proprietary   

 

schools area.                                                                

                                                                                     

         The Commission requested that staff contact the State Board of Veterinary Medicine  

 

regarding the practice of pet grooming and present findings at the May meeting.                     

 

The next meeting of the Proprietary Schools Advisory Commission is scheduled for  

 

Tuesday, May 8, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., in Room 1-190 of the Claiborne Building.  There  

 

being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:55 a.m.                                                                                                                                       
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 APPENDIX A 

GUESTS 

 

 

Angelique Duhon Freel  LA Department of Justice 

 

Rosamond Posey   Pet Grooming Academy of Louisiana 

 

Vonda Turner   Healthcare & More 

 

 


